
Introduction to the Bible [Series 1]


The bible is the main source of faith and life for Christians. The books of the bible are 
called the canon of the bible. Canon means measuring stick or ruler. Books of bible 
become measuring norm for faith. In Galatians 6:16 Paul says: ‘peace and mercy upon 
all who walk according to the canon [rule]’. Bible is God’s self-revelation in love to 
Israel in Old Testament and revelation of God in Jesus Christ to the world in New 
Testament. In the second half of 4th century, canon applied to books of bible sacred to 
Christians [approved books of bible]. The Synod of Laodicea [in modern Turkey] in 363 
AD ruled that only canonical books should be read in churches.


Old Testament: the first part of the Christian bible is the Hebrew scripture [also called 
Old Testament or Jewish bible]. Jewish tradition divided Old Testament books into 
three sections. The earliest reference to the three divisions of Old Testament books was 
made by Jesus Ben Sirach in the introduction of the book of Sirach [2nd century BC]. 
The author of Sirach says that his grandfather was devoted to reading the Law and the 
Prophets. The three divisions of Old Testament books are: Law, Prophets and Writings. 
Jewish people call their bible TaNaK. They use the Hebrew words for Law [Torah], 
Prophets [Nebiim] and Writings [Ketubim], adding a vowel to first and second letters of 
these words [TNK], they form TaNaK. Jews still call Old Testament Tanak. Old 
Testament was originally written in Hebrew.


Ben Sirach’s grandson tells us that he translated his grandfather’s book from Hebrew 
into Greek. Around 2nd century BC Hebrew bible was translated into Greek [After the 
conquest of Alexander the Great, Greek became predominant language of the time]. 
This translation is known as Septuagint, abbreviated as LXX [70] [According to ancient 
tradition 72 scholars translated the Hebrew bible into Greek in 72 days. The number 
then rounded off to 70]. Jewish people did not consider bible translated in Greek as 
inspired by God.


Jews and Protestants consider some of the books in Septuagint [Greek translation] as 
Apocryphal [hidden or obscure]. Roman Catholics call them Deuterocanonical [added 
later to the canon of inspired writings]. These 7 books are: Wisdom, 1&2 Maccabees, 
Baruch, Tobit, Sirach, Judith and some additions to Esther and Daniel. In the 4th 
century St. Jerome translated bible into Latin [dominant language of Roman empire of 
the time]. Jerome’s Latin translation of the bible is called Vulgate. He used both 
Hebrew and Greek versions of the bible for his Latin translation of the bible.
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